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Instructor: Dr. Daniela Vallega-Neu  
Email: dneu@uoregon.edu 
Office hours:  W 4:00 – 6:00 and Fridays by appointment in SCH 245 
Class meets TU and TH 2:00-3:50 pm in 214 FR. 
 

 
TOPIC: NIETZSCHE 

“The Gay Science” and Writings from the Late Notebooks 
 
Course Description: 
 
We will approach some central themes of Nietzsche’s philosophy by exploring how they emerge within 
the movement of his thinking. The emphasis will lie not simply on what Nietzsche says but on how he 
writes and puts into question principles of reasoning and beliefs pertaining to lineages he himself 
embodies. We will focus on The Gay Science but the course will draw as well from other texts. Main 
topics we will discuss are sickness and health, drives and affects, the multiplicity of the subject, the will 
to truth, knowledge and appearance, the death of god, the critique of morality. The reading of The Gay 
Science will be partially chronological but mainly organized around themes. We will draw as well from 
writings from Nietzsche’s late notebooks and other works.  
Class time will consist in close reading and interpretations of primary texts as well as in discussions 
emerging from the readings. 
 
Required Texts: 
 

• Nietzsche, The Gay Science (Cambridge University Press, 2002).  
ISBN 0-521-63645-0  

• Nietzsche, Writings from the Late Notebooks (Cambridge University Press, 2003). 
Especially graduate students are encouraged to buy the book but all passages discussed in 
class as well as passages from other texts will be made available on Canvas  

 
Recommended Readings for Graduate Students: 
Note: All these books are original readings of Nietzsche that testify to Nietzsche’s influence on 
20th and 21st century Continental Philosophy. 

Read at least one of Heidegger’s lecture courses from the following volumes. Also read the 
introductions by David Krell: 
• Martin Heidegger, Nietzsche: Volumes One and Two (Harper One, 1991) ISBN-

10: 0060638419 ISBN-13: 978-0060638412 
• Martin Heidegger, Nietzsche: Volumes Three and Four (Harper One, 1991) ISBN-

10: 0060637943 ISBN-13: 978-0060637941 
• Gilles Deleuze, Nietzsche and Philosophy (Columbia University Press, 2006) 

ISBN 0231138776, 9780231138772 
• Jacques Derrida, Spurs: Nietzsche’s Styles (University of Chicago Press, 1981) 
• Feminist Interpretations of Friedrich Nietzsche, edited by Kelly Oliver and Marilyn 

Pearsall (Penn State University Press, 1998) 
• Luce Irigaray, Marine Lover of Friedrich Nietzsche (Columbia University Press, 1991) 
• David Krell, Infectious Nietzsche (Indiana University Press, 1996) 
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• Charles Scott, The Question of Ethics: Nietzsche, Foucault, Heidegger (Indiana 
University Press, 1990), Part Two, pp. 13-52. 

• Charles Scott, On the Advantages and Disadvantages of Ethics and Politics (Indiana 
University Press, 1996), Chapter Six, pp. 86-103. 

 
For Nietzsche’s influence on French “poststructuralist thinking” consider also Bataille (On 
Nietzsche) Blanchot, Sarah Kauffman, Lacoue-Labarthe, Foucault, Pierre Klossowski (Nietzsche 
and the Vicious Circle).  
Important Nietzsche journals are New Nietzsche Studies (!), Journal of Nietzsche Studies, 
Nietzsche Studien (in German).  
 
Requirements: 
 

1.  Comprehensive mid-term paper  4-5 pages 30% 
You will be given questions you need to address in the papers.  
 

2. Final paper      40% 
The final paper needs to be 6-9 pages (for graduate student only: up to 12 pages) long (no less 
than six full pages, excluding the cover page). It should be based on the work we did in class and 
demonstrate your capacity to work closely with the primary texts and to reflect on central issues 
in Nietzsche’s thinking. Especially graduate students but also senior undergraduates who are 
planning to continue their studies in philosophy should integrate at least two secondary sources 
into their paper. You can choose your own topic or else ask me for possible topics. In any case, 
you need to submit a final paper proposal before the last week of class. The final paper proposal 
should consist in an introductory paragraph that exposes the problem, question, or concept you 
wish to address, and include a rough outline as well as an indication of the main text passages 
you wish to discuss.  

 
3. Participation, short writing assignments  30% 

You will receive participation points for valuable contributions to class discussion, for 
completion of short writing assignments (to be completed either as homework or in class) and for 
fulfilling requirements in a timely fashion, such as submitting a final paper proposal. 
Participation points will be converted into grades at the end of the term. 
 
Formal Requirements for all papers: 
All papers need to be typed, double-spaced, standard margins, font Times New Roman 12. 
 
Further policies: 
 
1. If you need a special learning assistance, (for example, use of electronic devices, extended 
time in exams) please contact the Accessible Education Center (http://aec.uoregon.edu/   Email: 
uoaec@uoregon.edu  Phone: 541-346-1155) and provide your instructors with a written 
notification regarding the kind of assistance you require. 
 
2. Handing in homework late will lower your grade. Homework that is more than a week late 
will not be accepted, unless this was for demonstrable reasons beyond your control. 
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3. In order to avoid disruptions in class you are asked to avoid exiting and entering the 
classroom while lectures and discussions are going on and do not pack your things until the 
class is officially over. 
 
4. If you miss a class it is your responsibility to keep up with the course material.  
 
5. Please retain the original copy of all work returned to you during the term until the final 
course grade has been posted. In the event of any question concerning whether grades have been 
accurately recorded, it is your responsibility to provide these original copies as documentation. 
 
6. You are expected to follow the rules of academic honesty. Failure to do so will result in 
failure of the whole course (“F”). 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else’s product, words, ideas, or data as one’s own work.  When 
a student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or data of others, the source must be 
acknowledged by the use of complete, accurate, and specific references, such as footnotes.  By placing one’s name 
on work submitted for credit, one certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate 
acknowledgements.  Verbatim statements by others must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off from the regular 
text as indented extracts. 
In order to find out how to avoid plagiarism, see http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/ 
Fabrication:  Fabrication is the intentional use of information that the author has invented when he or she states or 
implies otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive.  
Cheating:  Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates that he or 
she has mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, including the giving or 
receiving of unauthorized help in an academic exercise.  
Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of 
discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based 
stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate partner 
violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. 
UO has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling 
services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
Please be aware that all UO employees are required reporters. This means that if you tell me about a situation, I may 
have to report the information to my supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. 
Although I have to report the situation, you will still have options about how your case will be handled, including 
whether or not you wish to pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of 
options available to you and have access to the resources you need. 
If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be connected 
to a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu. 
 
 
Grading Rubric 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C = OK. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material. 
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material 
or a complete lack of effort. 
 
  

http://safe.uoregon.edu/
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

[This is a tentative schedule. Any changes will be announced and posted through Canvas.] 
 
Week 1 
TU, Sept. 27: Introduction to the course. Readings Ecce Homo, pp. 122-127 (text on Canvas) and  
 Nietzsche’s Preface to the second edition of The Gay Science (GS, pp. 3-9)  
TH, Sept. 29: Nietzsche’s preface to GS continued.  
 
Week 2 
TU, Oct. 4: Book One, sections 1-4, 19, 26. The drive of the preservation of the species and the  
 lack of purpose in life. Nietzsche’s “biologism”. 
TH, Oct. 6: Continuation of last class with additions from Book Two and Five and the late  
 notebooks. Drives and consciousness: GS, sections 11, 113, 354;  

Writings from the Late Notebooks (LN), pp. 55, 59f, 113, 221f. The multiplicity of the  
subject: LN, pp. 2, 8, 20, 43f, 77, 158. 

 
Week 3 
TU, Oct. 11: Book Three, sections 110-112: knowledge, logic, cause and effect.  

Read also sections 333, 355, 123, 127. LN, pp. 2, 14, 24-26, 76, 157, 270 
TH, Oct. 13: Continuation of last class. On interpretation: GS, section 374; LN, pp. 63, 109,  
 129f, 139. (The problem of grammar: LN, pp. 21, 44, 74f, 88, 124.) 
 
Week 4: 
TU, Oct. 18: Guest lecturer: Jeffrey Librett 
TH, Oct. 20: The death of God, GS, sections 108, 125, and 343. [Mid-term paper assignment] 
 
Week 5: 
TU, Oct. 25: Book Three, sections 114, 116-188, 130, 132, 135-141. Topic: morality.  

See also GS, sections 335, 344, 345, 350-353, 359.  
TH, Oct. 27: Continuation of last class 
Week 6: 
TU, Nov. 1: Continuation of the topic morality.  [Mid-term paper due]  
TH, Nov. 3: Book Four, 276, 277, 283, 289, 301, 324-326, 335, 337, 339, 341, 342.  

Future human beings, free sprits, pain and pleasure.   
 
Week 7: 
TU, Nov. 8: Continuation of last class. GS, sections 124, 285, 343, 478. The “overman”  
 (“superman”): GS, section 283, 382.   
TH, Nov. 10: The eternal return of the same. GS, section 341. Compare with the following  
 passages available on Canvas: Zarathustra, “On the Vision and the Riddle”;  

Will to Power, notes 55, 617, 1041, 1053-1067. 
 
Week 8: 
TU, Nov. 15: Topic: Will and power, will to truth, will to power. GS, sections 344, 347, 349.  
 Zarathustra “On Self-Overcoming”. LN, pp. 36f, 50, 56f. 
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TH, Nov. 17:  Will to Power. LN, pp. 15, 25f, 38f, 40, 60, 138, 155f, 165, 214, 217, 250f, 256f,  
 264. 
 
Week 9: 
TU, Nov. 22: Continuation of last class 
 Final paper proposals due by email before class. 
TH, Nov. 24: THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Week 10: 
TU, Nov. 29: Discussion of sections from the Gay Science of your choice. Possible topics: the 
woman, art and semblance.  
TH, Nov. 30: Final paper proposal discussion. (Bring your proposals with you!!)  
 
 
Final paper due: Tuesday, Dec. 6. 11 pm. 
EMAIL ME YOUR FINAL PAPER in both doc. and pdf format: dneu@uoregon.edu 
Be sure to get a reply from me within one day confirming that I received and was able to access 
you final paper. 
 
 


